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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
/ 
Date 
August 4, 1976 
Embargo 
State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
South Australia 5001 
227 2688 
SUCCESSION DUTIES 
The State Government is to abolish succession duties on estates passing to 
husbands or wives, the Premier, Mr, Dunstan, announced today. 
As well, bequests to benevolent, religious, scientific or educational bodies 
the State previously paying a concessional duty are to be completely 
^Tsxempt from succession duties. 
The changes will be retrospective to July 1 this year. 
Mr. Dunstan said the changes would immediately benefit very many people in 
the community. 
"Widows and widowers (including those in de facto relationships) will be 
able to inherit an estate of any size without paying State succession 
duties," the Premier said. 
"This reform will remove an emotional and financial burden which often 
causes husbands and wives great distress at a time of bereavement. 
"The Government feels that surviving spouses should be able to inherit 
^jj^rectly an estate without having to pay State taxes. 
"We have consistently moved to ease the incidence of succession duties on 
surviving spouses, and the complete abolition of duties is a follow on to 
our earlier reforms. 
"In the 5tate election last year,' the Government made the most specific 
pledges in relation to succession duties of allthe parties. 
"We promised to allow widows and widowers to inherit an average sized family 
home without paying succession duty, and we immediately implemented our 
pledge. 
"We have now ensured that widows and widowers can inherit an estate easily 
and without paying State taxes." 
Mr. Dunstan said legislation to implement the changes would be introduced 
to Parliament soon. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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The new provisions would apply to legal and de facto spouses and would 
cover all estates, whether rural or metropolitan, the Premier said. 
"The benefits to rural landowners in particular will be great", the Premier 
said. 
The changes would cost the Government approximately $4'million this 
financial year, Mr. Dunstan saidi 
"Combined with the very generous changes we made to the Act last year, these 
new measures will very greatly ease succession duties in South Australia". 
"It will also mean that people who do not have to pay duty will be 
relieved of the present cost of valuations and formalities to prove their 
succession is exempt." 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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